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Peter J.Fischinger

SEP 29,1937 - SEP 21, 2018

P eter J. Fischinger, M.D., Ph.D., age 80, died on Friday, September 21, 2018 at the
Mease Countryside Hospital in Safety Harbor, Florida, surrounded by family.
Peter was born in Ljubljana, Slovenia on September 29, 1937 to Alfred Fischinger and
Metoda Rozman. He was the oldest of four children. As a young child, he was
recognized as being very bright, and excelled in his studies. His primary education
began in Slovenia, continued in Austria after the end of World War 11, where for five
years the family lived in a Displaced Persons camp, and later continued in the United
States when in 1950, the Fischinger family relocated to Chicago.

Peter did his undergraduate work at Loyola University in Chicago. He attended the
University of Illinois College of Medicine, obtaining his M.D. in 1963. He then
pursued advanced research training under federal fellowships and obtained a Ph.D.
in Microbiology and Biochemistry at the University of Illinois in 1966.

Peter married the love of his life, Marija Alexandra Kranjc on December 28, 1963, at
Saint Stephen’s Church in Chicago. They were married for 53 years. Peter was
preceded in death by his parents and his wife.

Professionally, Dr. Fischinger had a long association with the NIH, beginning in 1963
as a postdoctoral research fellow with the National Cancer Institute. For more than
twenty years, Dr. Fischinger held various positions with NIH and was credited with a
great many accomplishments. After several fellowships and a year as a visiting
scientist at the Max Planck Institute in Tubingen, Germany, he returned to the
National Institutes of Health as the head of various sections and laboratories.

From 1980 to 1987, he was the Associate Director of NCI and the Director of the
Frederick Cancer Research Facility, the largest government-owned, contractor-
operated entity of the Department of Health and Human Services. After this, he
spent more than one year as Director of the National AIDS Program Office with the
Assistant Secretary for Health in Washington, DC. before becoming Deputy Director
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of the NCI at the National Institutes of Health (NIH).

Dr. Fischinger was appointed Vice President for Research at the Medical University
of South Carolina (MUSC) on January 1, 1989. As Vice President for Research, Dr.
Fischinger coordinated the MUSC's development of research centers and policies;
headed the University Research Council; was actively involved in management,
building and funding, as well as assisted in the development of new intellectual and
financial resources for the MUSC.

In December of 1992, Dr. Fischinger was named Professor and Chairman of the
newly established basic science Department of Experimental Oncology. This was the
academic focus for science within the Hollings Cancer Center (HCC). On the same
day, the Board of Trustees appointed Dr. Fischinger as the first Director of the HCC.
He was able to obtain a cancer center planning grant from NCI with the objective of
developing a comprehensive cancer center at the MUSC.

He became the President of SAIC Frederick in 1995.

He was the author of more than 160 publications and had won a number of awards
and recognition for his work. Dr. Fischinger's major scientific interests encompassed
oncogenes, retroviruses, tumor biology, molecular medicine, as well as drug and
vaccine development. He introduced the first supercomputer to biomedicine at the
Frederick Cancer Research Facility.

He leaves two brothers, Andrew and his wife Elizabeth Sneller of Florida, Thomas
and his wife Maria Dolores of Illinois, and a sister, Maria and her husband William
Vauter of Pennsylvania.

Funeral services were private and held in accordance with Peter's wishes.
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Tribute Wall Peter J.Fischinger

SEP 29,1937 - SEP 21,2018

Anne Reichert shared a photo to the New Album Name album.

August 31at 5:51PM

Kathy Miller posted:

I am truly saddened to hear of the passing of Dr. Peter J Fischinger and his wife, Alex (Marija
Alexandra Fischinger). God brought them into my life in late 1994 when Peter became the
President of SAIC-FREDERICK. | have so many memories and cannot possibly share them all.l
reported directly to Peterand we all worked very hard (1994-2000). He cared deeply about our
mission in support of the NCl and cared for all those he worked with.| met Alex and worked
closely with her preparing events where she and Peter served as very generous hosts for many
work related events.One year Alex took me to lunch to celebrate my birthday, she sang happy
birthday to me and a lovely blind woman in the restaurant thanked Alex for sharing her beautiful
gift, hervoice. Alex took a diamond ring off of herfinger and placed it in the woman's hand and
thanked herforbeing a lovely person. Just one example of theirlove for people and their
generously.One of the hardest things | ever had to do was drive to theirhome in Frederick, MD,
upon their return home from vacation to tell Peter that his mother had passed.The last time |
talked with Peter was in 2015. | regret that | did not stay in touch after that ... Work and life gotin the
way.Peterand Alex were both very kind and generous with their time and financial contributions. |
learned a lot from Peter and Alex, including art and music. | love them and will carry them with me,
always @ | know they are togetherin Heaven. Much love to Peter and Alex, Kathy (Kathy Miller)

October 14 at 6:43 PM

Shakena Mcauley posted:

Dr.Peter was such a wonderful,loving, and generous man.... remember sitting with him while he
told me many stories about his life and where he came from...I'll always cherish the sweet
memories of him...I'll never forget him...R.I.P. Dr.Peter.

November 13 at 10:05 PM

Maria Fischinger shared a photo to the New Album Name album.

October 3 at12:55 PM
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Anne Reichertshared a photo to the New Album Name album. August 31at 5:51 PM

Endearing smile
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Maria Fischinger shared a photo to the New Album Name album. October 3 at 12:55 PM

Dr Peter J Fischinger
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Peter by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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